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Clearing Out
JoraCause

Too Many Old Computers,
Cribs, Bikes and Books?
Plenty of Folks Could Use Them.

WITH THE HOLIDAY'S pehind us, January becomes
prime time to think about streamlining our overcrowded lives — and
homes.

Consider that hulking desktop computer now shoved aside for a
sleek laptop, the old coffeepot outclassed by an espresso system, and
clothing you'll never diet back into. Don't overlook housewares,

toys, bikes, furniture, books, DVDs, sheets and towels, Even
kitchen cabinets, refrigerators and vintage radiators are
prime candidates for clearing out if you're poised to renovate.
One usual approach to decluttering is to pack stuff off, un-
sorted, to large charity thrift stores for public resale, with the
proceeds used to finance the organizations' good works. But an-
other, more targeted solution is to find organizations that direct spe-
cific items to those who most need them. But remember, most groups
require that donations be “gently used” or in “dignity condition.”
Inside, we have rounded up a sampling of local groups looking to
match donated goods with people in need. Some county and city gov-

ernment Web sites — wwuw gomerye d.gov, for
example — provide a similar service, with names of such local chari-
ties. Neighborhood e-mail discussion groups, schools, civic groups,
churches, temples and mosques often know of families who need a
bed, stove or clothing.
There are also online directories of nonprofits in need of donat-
ed items. The Web site run by Charitable Choices in Gaithers-
burg, wwuw.charitychoices.com, describes dozens of
Maryland, Virginia and District tax-exempt groups that have
' been prescreened by the federal government's Combined
Federal Campaign. A section called “where to give away your
stuff” explains what each group needs and what percentage of its
operating budget goes to fundraising and advertising.
“Sometimes you can have more impact on a smaller organization
because your money and your stuff means more,” says Charitable
Choices director Tim Saasta.
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Reuser-Friendly:

Clothes Ready to Wear

Warm clothing is always needed this time of
year by organizations serving the homeless,

“(hur dapations increase in December, but then
they drop off,” says Rachel Akina, director of re-

Donated linens “keep them warm.
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” imgpn ansd straw.”

:mLMummmmm

sheets are “easier to maintain than pine shav-

It's com-
and fore diopping off

|y

Old Towels to Comfort Puppies
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Teaching Old Computers New Clicks

1f you've gotten o new computer over the
holidays, resist the urge to banish the alder
maded to the basement or garage. Lots of local
organizations would be happy 1o take it off
your hands and cither harvest usable
and recycle the rest or pass the whole thing on
to odhers who can use i, sometimes regard-
less of the age of the Il‘\'hwm
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Sharing Your Spares

It gives the congpat

says First Time's fo vl
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and gives them to students from low-
families. The group lso offers a training pro-
gram in which young people learn o repair
computers; upon completion, participants are
given a computer to take home.
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The organization i Im«l at 'nua
17th 58 K. in Arlington. For ipforma-
tion, call TOGS250931 or visit wwne

Also in ﬂlﬁm!wﬂ a shop called
Phoenix Bikes teaches bicycle mechan-
#es and business skills 1o middle and
hiiggh school students, and nuns an earm-

ike  program. For  det £
phoenizhikes.ovg.
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Hit Replay for Music and Mo

Thase forgodten stacks of DVDs and
Cs spilling from your shebves (and oato
the foor?) can be fresh entertainment for a
wider audience. Walter Reed Army Medical
Center, for example, weleomes donations
of music and movies to help wounded sol-
diers pass the time during recovery, Twen-
:ye«mlhing mubes mabke up the majority

of the populstion there, says Steve Ma-
wuire, dlﬂ’ﬂﬂrﬂl the Soldier Family Assis

, rock, REE and couty
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Dmtlnmmbem.h-d tio Walter Reed
Army Medical Center Soldier Family Assis-
tance Center, Attention: Dorations, Reom
2791, 6900 Georyia Ave. NW, Washingtor,
D.C. 20307, To donate in person, call 202
TRZ-TAL] o 2023561012, Ext. 40706,

VHS and cassette Lapes are of Hitle use

run by Habitat for Humanity in Marylnd and Vir-
mmmwhﬁmmmw

Fechsoup.org,
and retatlers that L ol
cling, visit unews mugreenslectrom

meation.

puu.umm
hers for recy-

compu

visil

W, .’!rrmir’mihan.f

43

Jura Konews
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Washington architect Jim Schulman opened
Comamunity near Hyattsville two years ago
to recycle used doors, windows, appliances, fix-
umcabuwl.a.lumhw mmr\fantl other build-
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new home.”
Gently used lighting, cabinetry, Booring, win-
dhows, doors, - i '}

bodstered
Winchester
“Tile oiten donate mew goods still in

“Ican't pat a Jacurs in a Habitat heuse,” Craw-
Bey says, “but | can sell it for enough to equip an e
tire bathroom.”

The Anve Arandel ReStore is at 8101 Fort

furniture are all accepted by the store.
Homes, Annapolis Lighting snd Atlas

becanise sobliers view
movies and listen to
muaséc on guortable de B
wices that will not ac-
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But these tems can
b donated to arganic
zatbons such as Good-
will of Greater Wash-

Araining and
wices for the dissdvantaged and dis-

abled, Brendan Hurley, Goodwall's sen-

lor vice president, says books on Lape and
vimyl recards are hot seliers. For bours al
the nine doaation sites throughout the re-
igon, g0 to wwsdogoodieillorg o call
2r2EIEA2I5,
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Housewares Help Make a Home

The extra bed, bureau or microwave
that na longer has a place in your home
:uulrl wark md:ﬂ in sameane else's.

A Wider cthesda-based non-
profit mnmntlon founded in 2001, di-
rects basic ftems for the home to families
tiving in poverty and sets up educational

mltmns in shelters, community cen-

el
and woukd love to have more that
are hilingual, in Spanish or with Al
rican American themes,” he says.

ers, schools and housing
com lexes.

o ¥ is the cause of most of the so-
cial ills we have,” says the group’s found-
e, Mark Bergel. “1f people don’t have a
ted ta slecp in and a place to pat 1o their
clothes, it's going to be a lot harder to
make other lifestyle changes.”

The group's Neighbor 1o Neighbar
program collects furniture and house-
wares, including pots and pans, dish sets,
amall kitchen appliances, linens and tow-
els in good condition (not i ar
mrd} and distributes them to t
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box springs and bed
frames, dressers and kitchen tables and
chairs are in greatest demand. Four hun-
dred families are on the waiting list for
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Call to sehedule a pickup or a drop-off
at the group's storage site. Bergel says

volunteers to help collect and distribute
items and to coordinate ncuﬂ!borhond
drives are most webcome, too. For more

information, call 301-657- iu:ID of visit
wwmawridercircle.ong

ool fioe the Eamiddill

“A lot of our customers can'l affond 1o shop at
Hame Drepot. A used water heater might not be as
eificient, but there are people who wouldn't have
Isot warter unbess they could huy one for §35 from
158,” Sclualirun says. “Habitat bailds new, affordable
housing. We keep people able to atford the bormes
ey alrealy five in.*

Community Forkdift is 1 4671 Tanglewood Dr.,
Edmonston. Call 3019855180 or visit anews
commanifyforkiiffcom.

Other local sites that accept such bulding ma-
terials 2 bricks, untreated wood, appliances, fix-
tures  and  capeting are Hsted st www,
bueildersrecyclingguide.ory.
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They Rake In
Spare Tools
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Our House Home is a charity
hased on a I40acre farm near Clney
where at-risk youths live and leamn eon-
struction skills amd organic Grming
while completing their high school rdw
cation. The organimation accepts all
kinds of tools and equipment used in ag-
riculture and the buiding trades, =53

er. “Same people drop
they can't we'll pick them wp.
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haeville. Far mare information. call 301
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At the National Arboretum, the
Friends of the National Arboretum uc-
cepls garden toals that can be used in
its Washinglon Youth Garden, o large
| vegetable plot temded by inner-<city
x:bwl.lul:w Comtact Ander-
at 5448733 or Kaifo
-Hulli@arsudagor.,

In Nosthern Virginia, Green Spring
| Gardens accepls garden mols and
| equipment, % well s
containers, though not the black |xh\m
pots from garden center pots, says

spakeswoman Cindy Hrown, Surplas
donations are sold 1o fund the park's
friends group, she says. The park is ol
4603 Green Spring Rd., Alexandria. For
more information, call T3-642-5173 or

visil  www n’rmf_n cueifp o parks)
.
Local chapters of  Habitat for

Wamanity sl sccepl lools and
equipment, though they are mkl I.u
raise fupds in the o

ReStore huilding-supply retail stores in

greater Washinglon Northern
Virginia KeStore is at 770 Richmood
Hwy. The dunlfs\

Arlingon office can be
T0G-521-9880. The suburban I\Iarvhnd
store is at 9100 Gaither R,
(Gaithersburg; call 301-590-0014.
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